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SUBJECT: NORTHERN MEMBERS TO RETURN TO ASSEMBLY 
REF: (A) LAGOS 4919, (B) KADUNA 500 

1. SUMMARY: FOLLOWING OB AS ANJO'S APRIL 1 9 
SPEECH TO CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY (CA) NORTHERN 
MEMBERS REPORTEDLY DECIDED TO RETURN TO CA 
WHEN IT RECONVENES MONDAY, APRIL 24. NEW 
NIGERIAN ALSO REPORTS THAT SULTAN OF SOKOTO 
OFFERED PRAYERS MONDAY APRIL 17 FOR PEACE AND 
STABILITY AND SUPPORTED CA MEMBERS WHO ARE 
DOING THEIR BEST ON SHARIA ISSUES, NOTING THAT 
RIGHTS OF MUSLIMS WOULD BE GIVEN ADEQUATE 
ATTENTION. CA APPEARS TO HAVE SUCCESSFULLY 
WEATHERED STORM OF NORTHERN WALKOUT; HOWEVER, 
KEY ISSUE OF WHETHER ADDITIONAL CHANGES WILL BE 
EADE IN CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS RE SHARIA 

IS STILL UNANSWERED. END SUMMARY. 
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2. IN IMPRESSIVE SPEECH BEFORE CA APRIL 19 

(TEXT TRANSMITTED SEPTEL) OBASANJO REMINDED CA 
MEMBERS THAT "THOSE ELEMENTS IN OUR NATIONAL LIFE 

WHICH LED TO NEAR DISSOLUTION OF THIS GREAT 

NATION ARE ONLY A STONE’S THROW AWAY " 

HE CHASITSED CA MEMEBERS SAYING, "....ACTIONS AND 
UTTERANCES OF SOME MEMBERS INSIDE AND OUTSIDE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


THE ASSEMBLY ARE POINTING IN THE DIRECTION OF THE 
POLITICAL HISTORY OF THE LAST 17 YEARS REPEATING 
ITSELF.. ..(YOU) HAVE EITHER FAILED TO SUFFICIENTLY 
APPRECIATE THE CONSEQUENCES OF PROMOTING DIVISION 
IN THIS COUNTRY OF YOUR LACKHHE WILL, THE 
EXPERIENCE, AND WHEREWITHAL OF A GOOD STATESMAN 
RATHER THAN A POLITICIAN.. ..(IN) THE EVENT OF A 
BREAKDOWN OF LAW AND ORDER.. ..IT WILL BE THE COMMON 
PEOPLE WHO WILL SUFFER. THOSE OF YOU WHO UNDER- 
STAND THE REAL MOTIVE BEHIND YOUR ACTIONS, ATTITUDES 
AND UTTERANCES WILL FLY INTO SAFETY AND USE THE 
COMMON MAN AS CANNON FODDER.. ..(WHEN) THE DUST IS 
SETTLED YOU WILL EMERGE IINSCR ATC.HFD." 

3. OBASANJO CONCLUDED WITH AN APPEAL AND 
REASSURANCES OF RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE: "....IN THE 
NAME OF NIGERIA AND ALL NIGERIANS WHO LOVE PEACE 
AND LOVE THIS COUNTRY, IN THE NAME OF WHAT IS 
DEAREST TO EACH AND EVERYONE OF YOU, AND IN THE 
NAME OF GOD, I APPEAL TO ALL OF YOU TO CONTINUE 
YOUR DELIBERATIONS ON THE DRAFT CONSTITUION IN 
THE ATMOSPHERE OF HARMONY AND CONCORD AND IN THE 
SPIRIT OF LOVE, TOLERANCE AND UNDERSTANDING. WE 
ARE COMMITTED TO RETURNING THIS COUNTRY TO CIVIL 
RULE IN 1979 AND ALSO ENSURING THAT PEACE AND 
TRANQUILITY REIGN SUPREME IN A POLITICALLY UNITED 
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AND CONSTITUTIONALLY STRONG NIGERIA." 

4. ACCORDING TO DAILY TIMES, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
OBASANJO'S ADDRESS NORTHERN CA MEMBERS DECIDED 
TO END BOYCOTT OF CA WHEN IT RECONVENES MONDAY 
APRIL 24. ACCORDING TO REPORT THERE WAS DISAGREE- 
MENT OVER "CONDITIONS" FOR RETURNING TO THE ASSEMBLY, 
BUT IT WAS AGREED THEY WOULD &"WORJ CLOSELY" WITH 
THE REST OF THE CA TO REOPEN DEBATE ON THE SHARIA 
QUESTION. THE NORTHERNERS, HOWEVER, REPORTEDLY 
PLEDGED TO ABIDE BY THE DECISION OF THE FULL 
ASSEMBLY ON THE SHARIA AND OTHER ISSUES. 

5. NEW NIGERIAN ALSO REPORTED THAT ON MONDAY, 

APRIL 17, BEFORE CURRENT BROUHAHA REACHED CRISIS 
PROPORTIONS, THE SULTAN OF SOKOTO WHO IS PRESIDENT- 
GENERAL OF THE JAMA-ATU NASIL ISLAM AND OF THE 
SUPREME COUNCIL OF ISLAMIC AFFAIRS APPEALED TO ALL 
MUSLIMS IN NIGERIA TO "DISCARD" RUMORS THAT THE 
SHARIA LAW WOULD NOT BE ENTRENCHED IN THE NEW 
CONSTITUTION. HE URGED CALM AND RESTRAINT, 

EXPLAINING THAT CA MEMBERS WERE DOING THEIR BEST 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


ON THE SHARIA ISSUES AND THAT THE RIGHTS OF MUSLIMS 
WOULD BE GIVEN ADEQUATE ATTENTION. HE CALLED FOR 
CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR PEACE AND STABILITY IN 
THE COUNTRY. 

6. COMMENT: IF TIMES IS CORRECT, THE DECISION OF NORTHERN 
MEMBERS TO END THEIR WALKOUT WILL AT LEAST TEMPORARILY 
DEFUSE THE CURRENT CRISIS IN THE CA. THE SOURCE 
OF THE PROBLEM HAS NOT YET BEEN DEALT WITH, HOWEVER. 
UNLESS OUTSIDE PRESSURE IS APPLIED TO ASSEMBLY WE 
DOUBT THAT CURRENT SHARIA PROVISION WILL BE CHANGED. 

AS NOTED EARLIER MOST SOUTHERN AND MIDDLE BELT 
MEMBERS VIEW THE ISSUE AS SETTLED. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

IF SOUTHERN MEMNS WHO SAY MANY NORTHERNERS 
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WANTED TO RETURN BUT WERE PREVENTED BY POLITICAL 
REASONS FOR DOING SO ARE CORRECT, OBASANJO'S APPEAL 
MAY HAVE SOLVED THE LONGER TERM PROBLEM. IF 
NORTHERNERS DO ACCEPT CURRENT DRAFT, THE FAR NORTH 
WILL HAVE ADMITTED DEFEAT AND OFFERED PROOF OF 
ITS DECREASED POWER IN THE NEW CIVILIAN CONSTITU- 
TIONAL SYSTEM. 

WYMAN 
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